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Abstract. Amir Hassanpour was one of the most original and productive
Kurdish researchers who contributed to a wide range of disciplines. This
paper is an overview of Hassanpour’s contributions to one of these areas,
Kurdish sociolinguistics, especially the following subareas: language
policy and planning and Kurdish standardization, politics and linguistics,
language officialization in southern Kurdistan (Iraq), language and gender,
and language and communication technologies. This paper makes an
attempt to establish Hassanpour as a pioneer of Kurdish sociolinguistics.
It also suggests that any research in these areas will not be complete unless
they critically engage with Hassanpour’s writings.

Keywords. Amir Hassanpour, Kurdish sociolinguistics, sociology of language
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" Amir Hassanpour. “The language factor in national development: The standardization of the Kurdish language, 1918-
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? Amir Hassanpour. Nationalism and Language in Kurdistan, 1918-1985. (San Francisco: Mellen Research University Press,
1992).
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